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THE LORD’S PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 


A Centenary Message from the President 


What we want for the Old Baptist Union is not important. It is what God 
desires that matters. John, chapter 17, expresses the Lord’s longing for 
His Church, which includes our society. 


Jesus prayed for — 


A Church concerned for the Truth . 

In verse 17 He says, “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy Word is truth”. He 
was deeply concerned for the doctrinal purity of the Church. There are 
people today who think that doctrine is unimportant, that it doesn’t really 
matter what you believe so long as you are sincere. But it does matter. 
Believing a lie could have a disastrous effect upon your life and witness. 
We must have a concern for the truth, be able to define and explain the 
truth, confirm the truth by our lives and witness to the truth. 

Jesus said, “Thy word is truth”. In the Old Baptist Union we have 
always believed that the Bible is the Word of God and as such, the 
supreme and final authority in all matters of faith and practice. We have 
a comprehensive Statement of Faith, which can be tested by Scripture. 
How many of us are really familiar with that Statement? 

A Church concerned for truth is not content to draw up a creed and 
leave the matter there. 


The Lord prayed for — 


A Church Characterised by Holiness 
In verse 22 He says, “The glory which Thou hast given me, I have given 


them”. The Lord wants not only doctrinal purity, but moral purity. He 
longs for us to be holy, not merely in belief, but in behaviour. As Christians 
we are “predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son”. 

This is a great year for the Old Baptist Union, but there is no more 
profound message to match the occasion than that of the children’s 
hymn — 

Like Jesus — I want to be like Jesus, 
I love Him so, I want to grow 
Like Jesus every day. 
Are we adorning the Gospel by our behaviour? Holiness is not merely 


passive, but positive. 


The Saviour prayed for — 


A Church Commissioned for Mission 
In verse 18 He says, “As Thou hast sent Me into the world, so I have sent 


them into the world”. 


There is the danger of misapplied holiness. It is possible to get into a 
‘Holy huddle’ isolated from the world. When this happens it becomes 
impossible for Christians to build natural bridges to their friends, bridges 
over which the Good News about Jesus may cross. 

There is a great deal of discussion today about cross-cultural evangel- 
ism. Jesus was a cross-cultural evangelist. He forsook the culture of 
heaven for the culture of earth. He entered our nature, our flesh, our 
suffering, our temptation, our death, and He said, “As Thou didst send 
Me, I have sent them!” 

This is costly evangelism — to identify ourselves, to put ourselves inside 
the doubt of the doubter, inside the loneliness, the hangups and the 
misunderstandings of the world. That is the challenge. 


Christ prayed for — 


A Church Conspicuous by its Unity 
In verse 21 He says, ““That they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, 


art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in us, so that the world may 
believe that Thou hast sent Me”. 

There is first spiritual unity. ““Thou in Me, I in Thee, They also in Us”. 
All one in Christ Jesus. That is the Unity of the Spirit, the unity of all 
born again believers. 

Are we continually concerned for the expression of that unity? There 
is no room for a narrow exclusivism in the Old Baptist Union. 

There is also doctrinal unity. Verse 19 reminds us that the unity God 
requires is in ‘the Truth’. Unity in the Word of God. And all this that the 
world may believe. 

These are the qualities that make for the balanced Church, the Church 
that pleases Him. The Lord has prayed for such a Church. May He see 
His prayer answered in the Old Baptist Union. 


THE NATIONAL CONGRESS ON EVANGELISM 


More than eight thousand Christians were at Prestatyn, North Wales, just 
after Easter for the National Congress and Spring Harvest. Among them 
were~the Pastors, their wives and families of the Old Baptist Union, 
together with young people from several of our churches. 

The purpose of the Congress was to launch a ‘Decade of Evangelism’ 
in Britain. The note of optimism was sounded by Bishop Maurice Wood 
at the opening meeting. The exciting thing about the 80s, he believes, is 
that “Evangelism is at the top of the agenda of nearly every church”. 

On each of the four days the Congress considered one of the most urgent 
challenges facing the Church today. The first was ‘Lifestyle’. What is God 
wanting His people to be and to do? What of shared lives and of relation- 
ships with the world? What do the Scriptures have to say about a distinc- 
tive. Christian lifestyle? These were among the questions dealt with in 


workshops, seminars and the main services. 
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Under the heading of ‘Culture’, the Church was challenged to identify 
the significant new factors in British society that affect people’s under- 
standing of themselves. One pointed question was: “How can evangelicals, 
people of “The Book’, communicate the Gospel in a non-book culture?” 
It was estimated that nearly fifty per cent of the people of this country 
either could not or, for one reason or another, did not read anything 
beyond the tabloid daily newspapers. Yet it was clear from the instant 
survey conducted by Tom Houston of the Bible Society at one seminar, 
that the majority of evangelicals present possessed over two hundred books. 


The subject of ‘Renewal’ introduced a note of controversy into the 
Congress. Baptist minister, David Pawson, claimed that just as God was 
no longer interested in denominations, he was no longer interested in the 
label ‘evangelical’. Mr. Pawson’s inconsistency in insisting upon using 
another label ‘charismatic’ and advancing the ‘Charismatic Movement’ 
undoubtedly gave rise to confusion in the assembly. Whatever one’s 
convictions, it is surely clear that the term ‘evangelical’ covers a much 
wider grouping of those who love our Lord Jesus Christ, than does the 
term ‘charismatic’ in the narrow sense in which it is understood by many 
people. Mr. Pawson also stated that the Congress was “never intended 
by God, although He will use it. His best was that there should be only 
one congress this year — of the whole Body of Christ in England”. “That,” 
he said, “might well have included the Pentecostals and the Roman 
Catholics”. 

On the final day the theme was ‘Strategy’. More details of the Decade 
of Evangelism were announced and Dr. Clifford Hill, of the Evangelical 
Alliance, revealed that an invitation had been given to evangelist Billy 
Graham to conduct a major crusade in Britain in 1982. Dr. Graham had 
indicated he would need to consult and pray about the invitation before 
responding. The crusade, it was emphasised, must be seen as comple- 
mentary to local church based evangelism and not in competition with it. 

In addition to the main sessions, practical workshops were held on 
matters such as evangelistic preaching, church-based youth evangelism, 
reaching the business community, church growth, personal evangelism, 
changing church structures, evangelism among young marrieds, and use 
of local radio. Speakers included David Watson, Eddie Gibbs, Clive 
Calver, Vic Jacobson, Roger Forster, Gavid Reid, Michael Green, Don 
Summers, Peter Meadows and Donald English. Dick Lucas gave the 
challenging Bible readings each morning. 

In the regional planning groups held on the final day the general im- 
pression was that the Congress had been well worthwhile. The note of 
realism and urgency so often missing at such huge gatherings was in 
evidence throughout. If it» was not true before the Congress that most 
churches had evangelism at the top of the agenda, it was felt that it 
would certainly become a matter of first importance in the churches 


represented. 
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CALL TO THE UNION 


Bible Study by Pastor Stanley Warburton 
Providence Baptist Church, Langley, Nr. Manchester 


The Church at Thessalonica is regarded by many Christians to be a model 
Church. Paul in his first letter talks of their “work of faith, labour of 
love and steadfastness of hope” (1:3). He talks of their “joy, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit” (1:6). He tells also of their “much affliction”. In his 
second letter he talks of their “Growing faith, increasing love (1:3) and 
their willingness to endure even more affliction”. In many ways this 
Church is a model Church but in the last chapter of the second letter Paul 
gives them all a call to action. This call is just as relevant to every 
Christian in every church of our union today. 

Read 2 Thessalonians chapter 3 and allow the word of the Lord to 
speak to your heart and will. 


A CALL TO BE PRAYERFUL (3:1-5) 


“Brethren, pray for us” 

First of all, pray, THAT THE WORD OF THE LORD MAY TRIUMPH, as it did 
among you. Go back to just before that moment when you received your 
salvation. Whether you knew it or not, someone, somewhere was praying 
for you. Not perhaps for you individually, not perhaps by, name, but a 
Christian was praying that the Lord would triumph over sin and over 
Satan. That prayer was answered. Satan was defeated. You received your 
salvation. You became dead to sin. Paul says, remember that time. Pray, 
be spiritual in your prayer life. Be prayerful that the word of the Lord 
may triumph. Every Christian is won by prayer. Pray. 

Secondly, Paul says, pray, THAT THE WORKERS OF THE LORD MAY 
TRIUMPH (v2). That we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. 
When you became a Christian, did Satan meekly forego his interest in you? 
Did he just write you off as a battle lost and forget all about you? The 
answer to both questions is an emphatic, NO. Satan never gives up. He is 
always trying to pull us down. Always trying to take us out of God’s will. 
Trying to bind us once again in sin. He never gives up, though the 
victory is ours. We are dead to sin, but we need to pray continually that 
the Lord will strengthen us, and rescue us from evil (v3). The Lord is 
faithful. Pray that the word of the Lord may triumph. Pray that the 
workers of the Lord may triumph over sin and Satan. Be spiritual in your 
prayer life. Be prayerful. 

Have you ever heard that phrase, “So heavenly minded, but no earthly 
use”? Paul gives balance to his call by saying, we are not only to be 
spiritual, we are also to be sensible. Not only to be prayerful, but also to be 


practical. He gives — 
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A CALL TO BE PRACTICAL 
We are called first of all to be practical — 


In our Witness . 

Read that first verse again. Are we called to pray for the word of the 
Lord to triumph? No. The verse says, ““PRAY FOR US that the word of the 
Lord may triumph’. We must pray for ourselves in order for the word 
of the Lord to triumph. In other words it has got to be “‘we”’ who take the 
word of the Lord. It has got to be ‘“‘we”’ who do the witnessing. The word 
of the Lord will not triumph unless we do our part. It is not just the work 
of Ministers but of every Christian. We are all called to witness. 


Read Acts 8: 1-4. A great persecution arose against the Church causing 
all the Christians except the apostles to scatter throughout the region. 
Then those who were scattered went about preaching the word (v4). The 
apostles were not there, it was the ordinary Christians also who preached 
the word. Every Christian had a call to witness. That is why the early 
Church grew so rapidly. Our union has failed to grow as it should, because 
the Christians have failed to do their part in witnessing. Let us put the 
matter right. Let us be practical in our witness. Let us go out and do our 
part in the work we have been called to do. Then we will see our churches 
grow. Then we will see new churches opened. Be practical in your witness. 
Secondly we are called to be practical — 


In our Work (vv6-12) 


A Christian should never be a “lazybones”. In verse 12 Paul commands 
and exhorts all Christians to, “Do their work in quietness and earn their 
own living”. We are to be a good example for Christ in every aspect of 
our lives, whether at home, at church or at work. Let the others do the 
moaning and groaning when asked to do a difficult task. Let us, as 
followers of the Lord, get on with our work in quietness. Let us witness 
through our work. 


We should not only work willingly and eagerly for our earthly master 
but not forget to be prepared to work quietly for our heavenly Master. 
One of the things that thrills me most, as a minister, is when a person in 
my church sees that a job needs doing and gets on and does it quietly, 
WITHOUT having to be asked. Be practical in your work. 


We are called not to be “‘lazybodies”, we are called also not to be 
““busybodies” (v11). It seems at first sight that we just cannot win. But of 
course we recognise that being a ““busybody” is not the opposite to having 
a “lazy body”’. In the Good News Bible we read in verse 11 that there were 
some people who did nothing except meddle in other people’s business. 
We are not to be meddlers. Christians are not to be gossips. Let us get on 
with our work and be practical in the things that we do. Thirdly, we are 
called to be practical — 


In our Well Doing (v13) 

It is right that Christians are not to be meddlers. But then Paul puts this 
in its right perspective and again gives balance to his letter by saying that 
we should not be weary in our well doing. Christians should always be 
looking for any opportunities in which we can help, in a practical way, 
the people who live around us, without meddling in their affairs. There 
are many ways in which we can show our “New life in Christ” by our 
willingness to help when the occasion arises. 


Witness through your work, and witness through your well-doing. 
Finally in verse 16 Paul gives — 


A CALL TO BE PEACEFUL 


Paul prays that we may know the 

Peace of the Lord at all times (v16) 

How can we know this peace? By being a prayerful Christian. Philippians 
4:6 says, “Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of the Lord, which passes all understanding will keep 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”. Worry about nothing, pray 
about everything, and know the peace of the Lord. . 


We can know this peace by also being a practical Christian. There is 
a wonderful peace of mind in knowing that one has been used by the 
Lord. When we are willing to work and witness for Jesus, then there is 
peace of mind in knowing that we are doing the work that God intended 
us to do. 7 

Know the peace of the Lord at all times. 


Paul also prays that we may know the 

Presence of the Lord at all times (v16b) 

If Jesus was standing next to us at all times, we would hardly ever let 
Him down. We would talk to Him, walk with Him, work for Him, witness 
about Him, because we knew He was there. Well, we know that Jesus is 
not standing next to us in person. But the Bible tells us that He is even 
closer than that. By His Spirit He is right in the centre of our being. Jesus 
said, “I will never leave you — Lo, | am with you always”. If only we 
would remember and realise that we have the presence of the Lord at all 
times. Then I am sure that all of us, would be much more active in the 
work of Christ and participate less in the work of Satan. 


May we know the Peace of the Lord at all times, and the PRESENCE of 
the Lord at all times. 


Be Prayerful. 
Be Practical. 
Be Peaceful. 
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WHY | AM AN OLD BAPTIST 


by Jocelyn Goodyear of Stanton Road, Baptist Church, Luton 


I was converted in an Old Baptist fellowship, subsequently convicted of 
the truth proclaimed by the Old Baptist Union and called to serve God in 


an Old Baptist Union church. 


I accepted Jesus Christ as my Saviour when I was almost sixteen years 
old, and attending an O.B.U. church. It was natural for me to join that 
church family — it nevér entered my head to look for any other spiritual 
home. I lived near to the church. Those who prayed for me and sought to 
win me for Christ were in that church. In that sense I was “born again” 
an Old Baptist. 


I had initially no appreciation or understanding of sound doctrine, but 
I was keen to learn the Word and to understand the faith. Many estab- 
lished Christians who come across the O.B.U. Articles of Faith express 
strong approval for our doctrinal position. I had the privilege to be 
taught that biblical truth in my church, and gradually, not without 
growing pains, over the years, I came to firm conviction of the scriptural 
validity of the O.B.U. Statement of Faith. That is partly the reason that I 
am an Old Baptist. 


But, one can subscribe to a statement of faith without actively belonging 
to a society. 


I never imagined that the church in which I had come to know the 
Lord and through which I was established in the faith, would be the place 
in which I was to serve for many years. I sought by times to go elsewhere 
and to serve in other ways. Christians I know within my church and 
other churches moved on — but that has not been for me. God has 


never called me out. 


Slowly it dawned on me that I was called to serve my church as others 
are called to the foreign mission field, and I responded to that call when 
I accepted ordination to the diaconate. 


Readers will be aware that Mr. David Richards has been researching a 
more detailed account of the Union's work and witness. Should it be 
possible to publish, an announcement will be made in “The Link” 


Newsletter. 


of a Uissionary 


The following are extracts from the diary of an Old Baptist Union 
missionary, Pastor George Cousins, from the time he left England, until 
a few hours before his death. 


8th February, 1899 The crew on the vessel (“Sado Maru”) is composed 
mainly of Japanese, who understand but very few words in English. 


The colour of the sea is beautiful: of a deep blue; so different from the 
muddy Thames! How grand is the sea! How gloriously grand is the One 
Who made it and holds it in the hollow of His hand! It is good to feel as 
safe on sea as on land. We now feel it to be God’s will to go forward to 
Shanghai. There is no recognition of God on Sunday on this ship. The 
crew do a part of their washing on that day. There is one baptized believer 
among the second class passengers. We have our services to ourselves, 
and we bring our instrument into the saloon and sing some Sankey’s 
hymns. The Lord has enabled me to speak to individual unsaved ones. 
The Lord brings us through very trying experiences at times, to teach us 
needful lessons and we are tempted to feel we shall never get through; 
but, bless God, we do. “We came through fire and water, but Thou 
broughtest us into a wealthy place.” Such is our loving Father’s method 
of dealing. 


At Hong Kong we took a third-class on a German boat. On going into 
the cabin we saw cockroaches running about the sides of our berths. Felt 
very down — the words of Bunyan coming to my mind: “I lighted on a 
certain place where was a den”. Prayed to God to undertake, and we had 
some sleep, notwithstanding the cockroaches. 


llth March, 1899 Feeling of loneliness. Gave ten cents to the rickshaw 
man. He took hold of my coat and umbrella and demanded more. 


13th March, 1899 Lying in bed pondering over the difficulties of the 
future. Precious words came to my mind: “Casting all your care upon 
Him for He careth for you” (1 Peter 5:7). “He which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). “And 
thine ears shall hear a word behind thee saying, This is the way: walk ye 
in it” (Isaiah 30:21). 

14th March, 1899 Heard of difficulty of renting a house in the interior 
— needing more money than I possess. 


16th March, 1899 At Shanghai. The Lord has opened up every step of 
the way beautifully. A home was found for us, while we were staying at 
Shanghai, adopting the Chinese costumes and waiting upon the Lord for 
guidance, and a home in a strange land is a great boon. You land among a 
people to whom you can say nothing of what you want them to do. Here 
you are upon the Chinese quay, with all your boxes and no home to go 
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to. Then the Lord steps in and provides you with a home where you only 
pay 2s. a day for the two of you, including lodging, and where friends 
make all necessary negotiations with the Chinese tailor and take tickets 
for your journey, and give you in addition a letter of introduction to a 
person in the place you are to arrive next. How good the Lord is! The 
friends of the China Inland Mission did all that I have stated. I feel 
grateful to these friends in a strange land, and to the Lord who inspired 
the love. | 


Faith assailed. I find when put to the test I have little faith — Lord 
increase my faith and forgive my unbelief, for Jesus’ sake. Preached at 
the Masonic Hall. Unexpectedly received six dollars for the same. Took 
it from God as a rebuke to my unbelief. 


Put on Chinese dress, passing also through the hands of the Chinese 
barber. 


23rd March, 1899 Little money. Arrive at Ching Kiang about one 
o'clock in the morning. How good to have someone to meet us. And the 
Lord overruled that we should have a home to go to until we had obtained 
one of our own. When looking at one which was not at all inviting, God's 
words to me were: “I will show you greater things than these”. Mr. Walker 
came and offered us some rooms, cheap. Disappointed about not receiving 
any letters by the English mail. Asked out to meals. Miss W. of the C.1.M. 
brought 10 dollars. The Lord can provide for us in China as well as 
anywhere else. | 


“It may not be my way, it may not be thy way. And yet in His own 
way the Lord will provide.” 


3rd April, 1899 The Lord has sent in furniture, and in three cases or 
more, money has come from people in China whom I knew nothing about 
until arriving here, and to whom I said nothing about our circumstances. 
There is much in the condition of the Chinese to make one sad; the 
wretchedness, the filth, the superstition and the idolatry. How dense is the 
darkness with which Satan has enveloped them! Man apart from the Holy 
Spirit would be absolutely useless in contending with these hoary super- 
sitions, these long-retained forts of evil. But, glory to God, these are but 
chaff before the whirlwind when the Lord’s power is put forth. 


Quite a hubbub here in connection with the eclipse of the moon. Gongs 
of all sizes were beaten, and guns fired off to frighten away the “dragon” 
who was trying to swallow the moon. This was kept up from 9 p.m. till 
midnight. At first | wondered what it was all about. The scholars (who 
understand astronomy) do not believe in the dragon theory, but evidently 
the majority of the people do. 


Received letters from home. Who can tell how joyful we felt. Money 
from Bro. R. came just nicely to pay our month’s rent and settle the 


grocery bill. 
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I do not forget the loving efforts of so many brethren who helped to 
get the means together for us to come out, and who have so nobly and 
with much self-denial, ministered to our needs since landing here. I find 
the instrument given me by the dear friends at Lewisham a source of much 
pleasure. It has been a comfort to me several times on coming in from 
off the streets and from contact with the Chinese, to sit down and play 
some hymns whereby my soul has been lifted above the clouds of dis- 
couragement. Thanks be to God first of all, and then to the dear friends 
who gave me the instrument. 


15th April, 1899 No home letters. How disappointed we feel. Maybe, 
we think too much of such, and look to them for joy and draw from them 
what we should draw from our Heavenly Treasure. 


Looking to God for still needed supplies. 


Out on a tour. Stayed at a native tea-shop. I partook of a Chinese 
dumpling which looked like dirty cooked dough. The place very unclean. 
Our rice was in good sized basins, each having a basin full to be eaten with 
chopsticks. I felt very clumsy and to add to my confusion, a number of 
Chinese had crowded the door of the room to see the foreigners, and were 
busy criticising us, noticing my lack of acquaintance with chopsticks. 
There was no light in the inn but that which came through a little bit of 
glass in the roof. 


A Chinaman told me I look like a native! 
16th June, 1899 Home letters arrived; needed supplies, glory be to God! 
He has kept us through the needy time and now He has sent along means 
to meet necessary expenditure. He never faileth. 

How precious is the loving, practical, prayerful sympathy of our dear 
brethren in the homeland. How helpful and delightful to receive letters full 
of the breath of love and encouragement. How unworthy I am of so much 
affection from others. 


The Lord Himself, I pray to richly bless the dear ones who continually 
help us. 


Oh, the sloughs of despond one wades through in learning the Chinese 
language! I long for the time when I shall be able to grasp it. 


Did not go to native service as I felt exhausted — oppressed by the 
climate. 

Visited Golden Island, and dispensed a little relief sent by some of the 
Lord’s people, a little at each door, with a Gospel, speaking to several 
as the Lord helped me in Chinese. 


Having been troubled with rats and having to chase two from our 
bedroom door on Sunday night, we made it a matter of special prayer, 
and so we were enabled to sleep. 
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Ist August, 1889 Another night free from rats. He answers prayer. Felt 
very unready for the language. Headache and weakness, yet got on better 
than expected. Re house belonging to the C.I.M., have received permission 
to live in it until purchaser is found; but this house was sold soon after. 


How the Lord cares for us. Received 35 dollars from Miss Murray. This 
was to get anything necessary when moving into house. 


Had a message from Dr. Williams to go and see him about a house. 
Saw a Chinaman to whom the house is sold and engaged with him for a 
six-month tenancy, at six-and-half dollars per month. Able to pay three 
months’ rent. To the Lord be unceasing thanks. Visited by three German 
sisters (missionaries (C.I1.M.). Had a nice time of prayer and singing 
together. Placed three dollars in Mrs. Cousins’ hand saying, the Lord had 
told them to do so. We were just at the end of our money. Whenever the 
Lord impresses, there is always a need. 


Why should financial matters worry us while our Heavenly Father 
lives? Shall He fail? Verily not. 


16th September, 1899 The washer-man has had our laundry clothes for 
two weeks, and we cannot get him to return them. This matter was unduly 
troubling us until we rolled the care upon the Lord. We know not whether 
the clothes are lost, stolen or spoiled. However, we have asked the Lord to 
undertake, and believe He will. 

On Thursday, we heard that the Chinaman had taken the clothes to 
the C.I.M. from whence we received them on Friday. 


I am able to follow the Chinese fairly well when they speak on Scriptural 
subjects. It is in ordinary characters where I find the difficulty. Our 
sufficiency is of God. 

I have been encouraged lately by hearing that the Chinese man and his 
wife who have lived with us have decided henceforth to serve the Lord. 


On another journey. Many wanting Gospels. At first an inn-keeper 
where we wanted to put up, did not want to receive us. 


In the morning, pigs and fowl were running about the room before we 
were up. 

At home. Mrs. Cousins’ arm and finger bad with blood-poisoning; she 
was anointed and prayed for according to James 5:14. After severe testing 
she was healed. “The Lord’s deliverance”. 


Had step taken. Prayed about it. It was brought back. Tired and wet. 
Walked a long way through snow, rain and mud. 


Very soon after this last entry, our brother was called Home. Mrs. Cousins 
wrote telling of his short illness and passing away. The letter was full of 
the grace of resignation, and she was enabled to add to her signature the 
words: “Sorrowful, yet rejoicing”. 
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DIVINE HEALING 


Pastor Stephen Callis examines one of the Union's Articles of Faith 


William Barclay in his commentary on | Cor. 12 says: “It is the simple 
historical fact that until the ninth century the ‘Sacrament of Unction’ was 
for healing; and only then did it become the sacrament of extreme 
unction, and a preparation for death. The Church altogether lost this gift 
of healing; and one of the biggest things that is happening today is that the 
Church is rediscovering it.” 


The contemporary emphasis on Divine healing, however raises its own 
questions; namely, the place of medical science, the fact that not all who 
are prayed for are healed and at what point should a request be made for 
the anointing of oil and prayer? The teaching and practice of Js. 5:14, 15 
has something to teach us at this point. 


This article is therefore an attempt to outline the principles found in 
the teaching of James on the matter of Divine healing. 


The first problem is at what point should we ask for the elders to 
anoint us and offer prayers for our healing? Human nature being what 
it is some would make the request for anything as insignificant as a 
common cold, whilst others would feel that nothing short of a fatal illness 
. merited the calling for the elders. Our text gives a guideline here. The 
word ‘sick’ implies those who have been confined to bed cf Matt. 25:36, 
Mk. 6:56, Lk. 4:40, etc. Surely a good guide would be, if the illness is 
serious enough to merit a doctor's visit, then it is serious enough to merit 
the attention of the elders. 


The next problem is the dilemma we face when our experience is that 
not all for whom the service is performed are “raised up”. Much un- 
necessary distress has been caused by the arbitrary attribution of this to 
“sin” or “lack of faith”. Whilst both undoubtedly hinder the reception of 
healing the cause is not necessarily due to either. 


The answer is twofold. The first concerns the word “saved”. In the 
context of our text it is distinguished from, though associated with, the 
words “raised up”. Frequently in the gospels the word saved conveys the 
idea of physical healing alone but it is also used to convey more than this, 
and in the majority of instances it refers to the salvation of the whole 
man according to the pattern of 1 Thess. 5:23. “May the God of peace 
Himself sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and body be 
kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” God's 
ultimate purpose for us involves the redemption of our bodies (Rom. 
8:23). Until that time however it seems apparent that God allows suffering 
and sickness to continue in order to promote spiritual growth in other 
areas of our lives. 


The other part of the answer has to do with the prayer of faith. 
R. V. G. Tasker in his commentary on Js. 5:14 reminds us: “It is not 
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here assumed that in every case of sickness such a miraculous healing will 
result from anointing with oil in the name of the Lord, for the result 
anticipated in v15 is contingent upon the prayer of faith being answered.” 
In order to please God, all prayer must be made in faith, according to 
Js. 1:6. It seems, however, self evident that the prayer of faith in order not 
to be presumptuous must be based on an assurance of God’s will in that 
situation. Such an assurance cannot be guaranteed in every case as God 
is sovereign. 


That is not to say, however, that when a prayer is offered that is not the 
prayer of faith, the service is a failure. My own experience is that the fact 
of publicly committing the illness into God’s hands brings about peace and 
the assurance of God’s care. 


The last problem that I intend to deal with is that of the seeming conflict 
between medical science and Divine healing. My contention is that this 
conflict is‘ more apparent than real. All true healing is of God, whatever 
means He may choose to accomplish it. The markedly rapid and complete 
healing of someone in hospital for whom prayer has been offered, is as 
much a cause for thanksgiving as the dramatic miracle of healing. As 
Emily Gardner Neal writes in her book “The Healing Power of Christ”: 
“The purpose of the healing ministry is not to eradicate medicine but to 
seek that co-operation of medicine and religion which will best assure the 
total wholeness of the individual.” 


I trust that this article will be of some help to those who are seeking to 
understand the implications for today, of the ministry of healing found in 
Js. 5:14, 15. 


THE NEXT CONFERENCE 


will be held at 


DALLING ROAD 
EVANGELICAL CHURCH 


Hammersmith, London 


on Saturday and Sunday 
18th and 19th OCTOBER, 1980 
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CHURCHES 


CoLwyn Bay,CLwyp Ebenezer Baptist Church, Rhiw Road 
/ 


EASTLEIGH, HAMPSHIRE Emmanuel Baptist Church 

ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX Emmanuel Baptist Church, Baker Street 
HATTERSLEY, CHESHIRE Horeb Baptist Church 

HorsuHaM, Sussex Oakhill Road Baptist Church 

LANGLEY, LANCASHIRE Providence Baptist Church, Martindale Crescent 
LEEK, STAFFORDSHIRE Leek Baptist Church, Rosebank Street 

Lewes, Sussex Providence Baptist Church 


Lonpon _ Dalling Road Evangelical Church, Hammersmith 
Highham’s Park Baptist Tabernacle, Fulbourne Road 
Lewisham Baptist Church, Holbeach Road 
Calvary Baptist Church, New Cross 
Zion Baptist Church, South Norwood 
Wordsworth Road Baptist Church, Stoke Newington 
Wood Street Baptist Church, Walthamstow 
Wood Green Baptist Church, White Hart Lane 


LUTON, BEDFORDSHIRE Hightown Baptist Church, Reginald Street 
Stanton Road Baptist Church 


MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE Bethel Baptist Church, Windmill Square 


MANCHESTER Ebenezer Baptist Church, Linwood Street, Newton Heath 
Zion Baptist Church, Failsworth 


SWADLINCOTE, STAFFORDSHIRE Providence Baptist Church 


SWANAGE, Dorset Emmanuel Baptist Church, High Street 
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